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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 The following is a response to the communications received 02/12/2009. Claims 1 and 
12 were amended in the communications received. Claims 1 and 1 1 have been amended and 
claims 10 and 12-18 have been canceled by examiner's amendment. Claims 1, 7-9, and 1 1 are 
now pending in this application and are allowed. This action includes an examiner's amendment 
and reasons for allowance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. In order to perform the steps of claim 1 , where a computer website is used to coordinate 
the repurchase of shipping platforms through at least creating a remotely accessible file on the 
website, accepting a listing by an end recipient on the website, and selling the at least one 
specifically identified shipping platform using the website, the method is inherently tied to a 
particular apparatus in order to perform the steps recited. Thus, claims 1 , 7-9, and 1 1 are 
directed to a statutory process. 

Examiner's Amendment 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes be 
unacceptable to the applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Greg Hill on March 20, 2009. The application has been amended as follows: 



In the claims: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/02 1 ,375 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3623 

Please amend claims 1 and 11 as follows: 

1 . A method for retrieving specifically identified shipping platforms , through a coordinator, 
which have been sent by a plurality of original independent shippers along with [their] the 
products of the original independent shippers to a plurality of end recipients [through a 
coordinator] for repurchase and reuse by the original shipper, comprising the steps of: 

a) the coordinator issuing a separate identifier for [the specifically identified] shipping 
platforms of each original independent shipperf, the specifically identified shipping platforms 
being marked] and the original independent shipper marking the shipping platforms with the 
separate identifier showing an address for a coordinator managed computer website, wherein, by 
marking the shipping platforms, the shipping platforms become specifically identified shipping 
platforms ; 

b) the coordinator creating a remotely accessible listing on the coordinator managed 
computer website describing each of the specifically identified shipping platforms on the 
computer website, in which each of the specifically identified shipping platforms is associated 
with its original independent shipper; 

c) the coordinator accepting a listing from an end recipient of at least one [shipping 
platform of one of the] of the specifically identified shipping platforms identified in step (a) for 
sale by the end recipient to the original independent shipper at the computer website; 

d) the coordinator notifying the original independent shipper associated in step (b) [with 
the specifically identified shipping platform] of the listing of the at least one of the specifically 
identified shipping platform listed by the end recipient in step (c), wherein the original 
independent shipper, in response to the notification, asks for more information regarding the at 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/02 1 ,375 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3623 

least one of the shipping platforms listed on the coordinator's computer website site, the 
coordinator notifying the end recipient for more information, the end recipient supplying the 
information to the original independent shipper, the coordinator settling upon an agreed upon 
sales amount for the at least one of the specifically identified shipping platforms; 

(e) the coordinator coordinating the sale and shipment of the at least one of the 
specifically identified shipping platforms from the end recipient to the original independent 
shipper; and 

(f) the end recipient selling the at least one of the specifically identified shipping 
platforms to the coordinator using the website ; 

wherein the original independent shipper pays the coordinator the a sales amount for 
repurchase of the at least one of the specifically identified shipping platforms which were 
transferred with the sale of the original independent shipper's products to [a distributor or] the 
end recipientf;]^ and the coordinator pays the end recipient a percentage of the sales amount. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the file created in step (b) comprises at least one item 
selected from a list comprising: the identifier [identification] issued to the specifically identified 
shipping platform; the original shipper profile; an image of the specifically identified shipping 
platform; repair specifications for the specifically identified shipping platform designated by the 
original shipper; shipping platform specifications; and the annual usage of the specifically 
identified shipping platform. 



Please cancel claims 10 and 12-18. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

4. Claims 1, 7-9, and 1 1 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the prior art of record, taken individually or in any combination, teach, inter alia, 
a coordinator issuing a separate identifier for shipping platforms of each original independent 
shipper to make the shipping platforms specifically identified shipping platforms associated with 
specific original independent shippers and creating a remotely accessible listing describing the 
specifically identified shipping platforms in association with the original independent shipper, 
the coordinator then accepting a listing of at least one of the specifically identified shipping 
platforms from an end recipient that are for sale by the end recipient to the original independent 
shipper at the computer website, the coordinator then notifying the original independent shipper 
of the listing by the end recipient, where the original independent shipper pays to repurchase the 
at least one specifically identified shipping platforms which were transferred to the end recipient 
with the sale of the original independent shipper's products to the end recipient. Further, there is 
no predictable result if these references are combined. 

The prior art references most closely resembling the Applicant's claimed invention are 
Saphire ( "Delivering the Goods: Benefits of Reusable Shipping Containers "), Meehan et al. 
(U.S. 2002/0029187), Chep (Screenshots ofChep.com (www.chep.com) retrieved from 
archive.org, dated 6/20/2001, and Article "Outlook for Third-Party Management" by LeBlanc, 
dated 03/01/1999), CPC (www.cpcpallet.com), Berstis (U.S. 2002/0082974), Kawamura et al. 
(U.S. 2002/0069141), Tradeout.com (Screenshots ofTradeout.com (www.tradeout.com) 
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retrieved from archive.org, dated 08/28/2000, and Article "Tradeout Sells Assets Online" from 
Business Wire, dated 06/21/2000) , and SJF Material Handling (www.sjf.com). 

Saphire, Chep, and CPC are all third party platform control systems. 

Saphire discloses a third party system where three parties are involved in a platform 
exchange program. The system involves a set of containers or platforms cycling from the IFCO 
(coordinator) to a grower or packer (shipper) to retailers (end recipient) back through the 
coordinator to the packer or grower. The shipper (grower or packer) leases the shipping 
platforms by giving a deposit to the coordinator. After leasing, a group of platforms is associated 
with the grower or packer and used to send items to the retailer. The coordinator facilitates 
return and reuse of platforms or containers to by returning money to the retailer in exchange for 
the shipping platforms or containers. The packer or grower then pays another deposit to the 
coordinator to get additional platforms or containers. Therefore, money circulates the system in 
order to support the flow of the platforms or containers. Finally, in the system disclosed by 
Saphire, the platforms are identified as IFCO platforms (the coordinator). 

However, Saphire does not teach that the each platform originates with and is specifically 
associated with an original independent shipper, where an end recipient who received the 
platform lists the platform for sale to the original independent shipper at the computer website, 
where the original independent shipper pays to repurchase the at least one specifically identified 
shipping platforms. In Saphire, the coordinator owns the shipping platforms and is coordinating 
the leasing, return and reuse of shipping platforms that are associated specifically with the 
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coordinator. Thus, the original independent shipper is not repurchasing shipping platforms, but 
rather leasing and reusing the platforms of the coordinator. 

Chep also discloses a third party management system where various supply chain parties 
associate with a coordinator to rent and retrieve rental pallets or containers, which reduces waste 
and costs. Products such as pallets or containers are supplied to parties such as manufacturers, 
distributors, etc. by a coordinator. The system includes e-tools and e-commerce systems that 
allow for online ordering of pallets or containers real-time logistics and distribution management 
for tracking the physical movement of containers or pallets (which minimizes the loss of pallets 
or other equipment). These e-tools and e-commerce systems further allow parties associated 
with Chep to track their own privately owned equipment using the "Chepcard". Chep further 
provides services such as maintenance, inspection, cleaning, repair, and return of platforms or 
containers to manufacturers, distributors, etc. for use. 

While Chep discusses allowing a party associated with the coordinator to track privately 
owned equipment, Chep has no disclosed details of how this process would work or that the 
shipper would be repurchasing shipping platforms associated the shipper by the coordinator. 

Further, the rest of system of Chep is disclosed as equipment for hire (or a rental system) 
where the pallets or containers are owned by Chep. Thus, Chep does not teach that the each 
platform originates with and is specifically associated with an original independent shipper, 
where an end recipient who received the platform lists the platform for sale to the original 
independent shipper at the computer website, where the original independent shipper pays to 
repurchase the at least one specifically identified shipping platforms. Again, in Chep, the 
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coordinator owns the shipping platforms and is coordinating the leasing, return and reuse of 
shipping platforms that are associated specifically with the coordinator and thus there is no 
repurchase of the shipping platforms. 

CPC is also a third party management system. CPC also presents and stores information 
about platform repair standards on a computer website and repairs platforms in accordance with 
these standards. The standards include at least repair policies, contamination information, nails, 
and hardware. Again, CPC does not teach that the each platform originates with and is 
specifically associated with an original independent shipper, where an end recipient who 
received the platform lists the platform for sale to the original independent shipper at the 
computer website, where the original independent shipper pays to repurchase the at least one 
specifically identified shipping platforms. Again, in CPC, the coordinator owns the shipping 
platforms and is coordinating the leasing, return and reuse of shipping platforms that are 
associated specifically with the coordinator. There is no repurchase of the shipping platforms. 

Tradeout teaches a business to business marketplace for the exchange of business surplus 
and remarketed assets using an auction format. The assets include shipping containers. The 
system marries qualified buyers and sellers online. Sellers register and post items by category on 
the website. The seller must pay a listing fee to post the assets on the site. After a buyer 
purchases the listed assets of the seller, the seller must pay a commission to the site and must 
further coordinate the delivery of the good to the buyer. 

However, Tradout does not teach or suggest that the buyer of the system is repurchasing 
shipping platforms that were registered by the buyer and originally with the buyer (ie no 
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shipping platform that originates with the buyer and was sent to the seller with at least one 
product). While buyers using the system of Tradeout search for desired assets or products, 
Tradeout does not teach that the coordinator creates a remotely accessible listing describing the 
specifically identified item in association with the buyer and that a notification is sent to the 
buyer when the specifically identified item is listed for sale on the computer site (and for 
repurchase to the buyer). 

Meehan and Berstis disclose online marketplaces for coordinating sale of items. 

Meehan teaches a specific electronic interface for exchanging items and money through 
the sale of the items. The items pass from one user to another through a central coordinator 
(computer website). Different categories are established at the coordinator website that identify 
types of items sold. A first user is registered with the system, the first user having a profile that 
contains a type, category, or description of an item of interest to that user. As items are listed for 
sale with the coordinator, the first user is notified of an item's offer for sale when the item's type, 
category, or specific item description matches the information in the first user's profile. The 
computer website further has a database that stores files associated with the items and system. 

However, Meehan does not teach the system is specifically used with shipping platforms 
or that the item, while identified by a specific description or type by a wanting buyer, did not end 
up with the seller after originating with the buyer. Specifically, Meehan does not teach or 
suggest that the buyer of the system is repurchasing shipping platforms or items that were 
registered by the buyer with the system of the coordinator and originally with the buyer (i.e. the 
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buyer in Meehan is not repurchasing, or buying back, an item that originated with the buyer or 
was previously with the buyer). 

Berstis teaches a system that matches buyers and sellers through a coordinator (online 
auction website). Users register with the system, where the registration includes a unique 
identifier for an item each user wants to sell or buy. An example of a unique identifier is a 
universal product code (UPC). The user can also identify quantity, condition, price, and a 
timeframe for making the sale or purchase. The system then matches users based on the users' 
registration information. For example, if a unique identifier of an item listed for sale by a first 
user matches a unique identifier of an item wanted for purchase by a buyer, the system matches 
these users. Users are charged registration fees, where everyone can be charged a registration 
fee, only the seller can be charged a fee, or both users can be charged once the users are matched. 

However, Berstis does not teach the system is specifically used with shipping platforms 
or that the item being sold by the seller ended up with the seller after originating with the buyer. 
Specifically, Berstis does not teach or suggest that the buyer of the system is repurchasing 
shipping platforms or items that were registered by the buyer with the system of the coordinator 
and originally with the buyer (i.e. the buyer in Berstis is not repurchasing an item that originated 
or was previously with the buyer). 

S JF is a source for material handling equipment and resource information. The 
company buys back products and material handling equipment, such as pallet case flow, pallet 
racks, bines, boxes, and wire baskets. The company pays cash for used equipment and then sells 
the used items via the website. The website further has want ads and items for sale, the items 
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being used and reconditioned material. Again, SJF does not teach that the buyer of the system is 
repurchasing shipping platforms or items that were registered by the buyer with the system of the 
coordinator and originally with the buyer (i.e. the buyer in SJF is not repurchasing an item that 
originated with the buyer or was previously owned by the buyer). 

Finally, Kawamura et al. teaches managing distribution of products and returnable 
containers. A first party sends at least one product in a returnable container to a second party, 
and then the second party sends back the returnable container to the first party. An inventory 
balance of the returnable containers is kept. A return notice is sent to the party with the 
inventory to retrieve the containers. However, the system of Kawamura et al. does not explicitly 
teach a coordinator or the functions of the coordinator described above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement for Reasons for 
Allowance". 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Small (Distribution Dispatches) discusses recycling shipping containers and pallets and 
marking pallets for reuse and for service scheduling. 

"PalletOnline revolutionizes Shipping and Logistics" (Canada Newswire) teaches 
tracking and management of pallet movement using a web based tool. 

"Instil's Auction Solution" (M2 Presswire) teaches an online auction for pallet exchange. 



/Beth V. Boswell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



